
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



— 14 — 

KARL QUSTAV LinPRlCHT. 

By John M. Holzinger. 

Professor Karl Gustav Limpricht, principal of the Evangelical High 
School in Breslau, Germany, died on October 20, 1902, after a protracted ill- 
ness. He was born July 11, 1834, and had .reached the age of 68 years. 

In the death of this man Bryology has lost one of the ablest, most 
scholarly and conscientious workers of his time ; one who was as modest as 
able. Publishing little if anything in the current bryological journals of his 
time, he quietly and unostentatiously spent the best part of the past 20 
years in elaborating his Laubmoose. After the completion of his Mossflora 
of Silesia he had so fully gained the confidence of his contemporaries that 
he was selected to contribute to Rabenhorsfs Cryptogamenflora, the manu- 
script for the Hepaticae and Musci of Germany. The Musci have appeared 
in parts under the title Laubmoose Deutchland s, Oestreich's, tend der 
Schiveiz. The first volume, consisting of 834 pages, with 533 illustrative 
drawings, was completed in November, 1889, after five years of arduous labor. 
It goes as far as Hedivigieae. The second volume, consisting of 853 pages, 
with 867 drawings, was completed in June, 1895. It includes Orthotrichacece 
to Leskeaceae. Each of these volumes was issued in 13 parts, each of the 
separate parts appearing immediately after its completion. Of the third 
volume, which appears to be planned to have the same number of parts, 11 
have so far appeared. Most of parts 10 and 11 record new stations for old 
species and species described as new since 1885. According to the plan of 
the author there will be an alphabetical index including synomyms at the 
conclusion of the entire work. Volumes 1 and 2 are also indexed separately. 

After the preface of four pages, in the first volume, the author devotes 85 
pages to the discussion of the development and structure of the moss plant 
and its organs, to geographical distribution, the collecting and study of 
mosses, and treats briefly of the systems of classification proposed in later 
years. This is a clear concise, and satisfactory treatment helpful to the 
systematic student. 

In the execution of the body of his monumental work the author has set 
for himself a standard to which he has adhered with a steadfastness and a 
devotion undiminished to the last. After outlining briefly the degrees of 
excellence attempted in previous manuals, in which a distinct progressive 
movement is traced commensurate with the perfection and increased availa- 
bility of the compound microscope, he says: " As early as 40 years ago 
Karl Mueller, at a time when the marks of affinity of mosses were found 
entirely in the external forms of organs, gave a new direction to systematic 
bryology by introducing leaf areolation into the sphere of observation, a 
tendency which will reach its closing climax in the utilization of the sum 
total of anatomical characters, both of the vegetative and reproductive or- 
gans. If, then, every description furnishes also physiological, biological, his- 
torical and bryo-geographical data, then it approaches the ideal in that it sets 
forth in brief form all that is known about the object under consideration. 
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In this endeavor I have laid the center of gravity of my labor upon explicit 
description. And I am able to state, without conceit, that in this matter a 
great abundance of new characters has been furnished to Bryology; and 
even each known character has been admitted only after careful scrutiny." 
According to this standard, thus set well in advance of manuals prior to his 
time, the author has worked out his three long volumes from beginning to 
end. The descriptions go into the greatest detail, and are invaluable to both 
European and American students of mosses. 

The Keys to Orders, Genera and Species are excellent, and usually call 
for the most available diagnostic characters. 

The treatment of generic names is in many cases elucidated by critical 
notes, which are gems of historical glimpses of the greatest value to the 
student of nomenclature problems. Lindberg. the radical reformer in this 
direction, while often endorsed, is as often set aside for reasons ingeniously 
and dispassionately stated, all in accordance with a reasonable con- 
servatism. 

In his treatment of the species the author follows the prevailing cus- 
tom, of citing the valid synonyms after the specific name and its literary 
setting are given. Then he cites all the available exsiccati by name and 
number, followed by the minute description, which often covers a full page, 
rarely less than half a page. At the close comes the treatment of habitat, 
substratum, range in altitude and geographical distribution, with citation 
of stations, which often cover over half a page of fine print alone ! 

Lastly, it is worthy of note that the author has described not a few 
species new to the mossflora to which he has devoted his life. All these 
descriptions he has garnered into his great work. It is this garnering, this 
focusing of all available lights upon the objects in hand, this concentrating 
of all that has a bearing on the questions involved, bringing all together 
between the covers of one treatise, that establishes the reputation of 
Professor Limpricht as one of the most thorough bryologists of his time, 
and that gives undoubted value and authority to the crowning effort of his 
life, his Laubmoose Deutchland's, OestreicKs una* der Schweiz. 

Winona, Minn. 

Note — We have just received from Prof. Holzinger a communication 
giving much interesting information regarding the earlier works of 
Lim pricht which materially adds to the above data. It is too late to print it 
in this issue but it will be given in full in the March Bryologist. 



WANTED. 

Enough good fruiting material of the following mosses to make 20-30 
good sized specimens of each: Pogonatum urnigerum, Dicranum Drum- 
mondii, Pottia truncatula, Splachnum ampullaceum, Mnium Drummondii, 
Plagiothecium sylvaticum, Brachythecium acuminatum, Eurhynchium hians, 
Climacium dendroides, C. Americanum, Leucodon bracypus and L. julascus. 
A liberal exchange from a choice list of duplicates is offered in return. 
Address, A. J. Grout, 360 Lenox Road, Brooklyn, N. Y. 



